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SUBJECT: CATTLEMEN DENOUNCE MEAT IMPORT 

1 . THE PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERATION OF CATTELEMEN'S ORGANIZATION 
OF COSTA RICA, ADRIAN CASTRO GONZALEZ, HAS DENOUNCED PUBLICLY 

AN ALLEGED SCHEME TO IMPORT MEAT FROM AUSTRALIA FOR THE PRESUMED 
PURPOSE OF PROCESSING IT INTO PRODUCTS NOT CONTROLLED UNDER THE 
VRS PROGRAM AND RE-EXPORTING IT TO THE U.S. 

2. ACCORDING TO THE MAY 20 LA NACION, CASTRO STATED THAT IT 
APPEARS THAT IMPORTATION OF AUSTRALIAN MEAT HAS BREN 
AUTHORIZED. HE SAID THAT THE CATTLEMEN'S FEDERATION IS 

GREATLY PREOCCUPIED BY THIS ACT AT A TIME WHEN COSTA RICA IS UNABLE 
TO PLACE ITS EXCESS MEAT, AND WHEN EFFORTS ARE UNDERWAY TO 
OBTAIN AN INCREASED EXPORT ALLOCATION FROM THE U.S. CASTRO 
SAID HE SUSPECTS THAT THE PRODUCT THAT WOULD BE IMPORTED WOULD 
BE PROCESSED AND SENT OUTSIDE OF QUOTA TO THE U.S. IF SUCH IS THE 
CASE, HE OBSERVED, THE SAME OPERATION SHOULD BE PERTMITTED FOR 
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